NovICe
Low
I caN…
❏

Converse using words and phrases I’ve
practiced and memorized, with
someone else guiding the conversation.

I’m WorKInG on…
❏

Practicing and memorizing a wider
variety of words and phrases.

❏

Talk and write about myself using words
and phrases I’ve memorized.

❏

Talking about myself and other
familiar topics (friends, family, sports).

❏

Copy down familiar words and phrases
I’ve memorized.

❏

Writing lists of phrases on a familiar
topic.

❏

Recognize a few spoken words and
phrases I’ve heard before.

❏

Recognize words and phrases I’ve
memorized.

ACTFL
Can-Dos

NovICe

Mid
I’m WorKInG
on…

I caN…
❏

Being more spontaneous with my
conversations - using words to show
interest or agreement/disagreement.

❏

Asking/answering questions.

Write lists on familiar topics if it’s something
I’ve thought about ahead of time.

❏

Organizing a presentation (written or
spoken).

Understand phrases that I hear or read if
it’s a topic I’ve practiced listening
to/reading before.

❏

Recognizing topics and main ideas
of what I read and hear.

❏

Chat about familiar topics using a variety of
words that I’ve practiced and memorized.

❏

Talk and write about myself and other
familiar topics (friends, family, sports)

❏
❏

ACTFL
Can-Dos

NovICe
HigH
I caN…

ACTFL
Can-Dos

I’m WorKInG on…

❏

Chat about familiar topics and use some
strategies to keep it going.

❏

Handling more unscripted
conversations.

❏

Speak and write on a topic I’ve prepared
for using language I’ve practiced and
simple sentences.

❏

Using a wider variety of strategies to
keep conversations going.

❏

Make written or oral presentations
that are organized.

❏

Getting more details and a more
thorough understanding of what I
read and hear.

❏

Increasing accuracy.

❏

❏

Understand the main idea of what I read
and hear and can pick out some supporting
details, too.
Speak and write with accuracy most of the
time, with errors that are common at my
level.

InTerMEdiATe
Low
I caN…

❏

Participate in conversations on a
variety of topics that I’m familiar with.

❏

Present organized information.

❏

Understand the main idea and details
of things I read and hear.

❏

Write and speak with a high level of
accuracy in the present tense.
Irregulars might still mess me up.

❏

ACTFL
Can-Dos

Start to recognize and make
assumptions about words and verbs
based on prior knowledge, even if it’s
something I haven’t seen before.

I’m WorKInG on…
❏

Asking questions to learn more so that I
can have a conversation even if I’m not
familiar with the topic.

❏

Expanding my vocabulary so that I can
draw conclusions more effectively.

❏

Making my writing more detailed and
interesting.

❏

Using some different verb
tenses/structures to spice up my writing
and speaking.

InTerMEdiATe Mid
I caN…

I’m WorKInG on…

❏

Ask questions to learn more
about something.

❏

❏

Have short, everyday social
interactions - asking and
answering a variety of questions
to keep it going.

Participating in
conversations with more
conﬁdence.

❏

Talking about things in the
past, present, and future and
switching between them.

❏

Following along when
someone else is talking in
various time frames.

❏

Speak and write about a wide
variety of topics with connected
thoughts and phrases.

❏

Understand the main idea and
details of things I read and hear.

❏

❏

Make inferences and draw
conclusions based on my prior
knowledge and my
understanding of the target
language/culture.

Dealing with unexpected
complications in my
interactions, readings, and
things I hear.

❏

Making organized written
and spoken presentations.

❏

Organizing into paragraph
form and using features my
L1 teachers expect of me.

❏

Speak and write with general
accuracy in a few different time
frames/verb structures.

ACTFL
Can-Dos

InTerMEdiATe
HigH
I’m WorKInG on…

I caN…
❏

Talk with ease on familiar topics and usually
deal OK with something unexpected.

❏

Talking about things that go beyond my
everyday life.

❏

Write and speak in an organized way
(cause/effect - chronological - pros/cons,
compare/contrast... )

❏

Being organized, detailed, and interesting in a
spontaneous interaction or in a planned
presentation (written or spoken).

❏

Write and speak conﬁdently in various time
frames.

❏

Using various time frames with ease.

❏

Expanding my topics I can speak and write
about to include things like professional life and
current events.

❏

Increasing my accuracy in all of these time
frames and advanced topics.

❏

ACTFL
Can-Dos

Easily understand main ideas end a few
details about topics related to everyday life,
even if things are unexpected (and in various
time frames).

AdVanCEd Low

ACTFL
Can-Dos

I caN…
❏

Participate in conversations about
topics that go beyond my everyday life.

❏

Speak and write with detail and in
various time frames.

I’m WorKInG on…
❏

Expressing myself on social, academic, and
professional topics - addressing a variety of
viewpoints.

❏

Handling complications with ease.

❏

Sharing my point of view on complex issues.

❏

Describe people, events, places, in an
organized and detailed way.

❏

Handle a complication.

❏

Accuracy with my speaking and writing.

❏

Talk about and understand what I read
and hear about current events and
international topics.

❏

Expanding my knowledge of the world so I can
speak and write about more things in the TL.

Many babies take first steps, but prefer to crawl when
they really want to get somewhere confidently.
A child may be able to ride a bike without training
wheels, but prefer to put them back on when going on a
long, family, bike ride.
Similarly, you might show signs of the next proficiency
level… but are really more comfortable in a lower level.
That’s OK! HOWEVER… you must taKE riSkS in
order to learn. You have to remove the training wheels
if you really want to get moving!

